
                                               
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Yamaha WaveRunners® Are #1 in Resale Value*  
 
Yamaha’s leadership in reliability, fuel efficiency and popular features help 

products retain value for customers 
 
KENNESAW, GA – March 26, 2009 –Yamaha Watercraft Group, a division of 
Yamaha Motor Corporation, USA, today announced that Yamaha 
WaveRunners® have retained their value better than any other personal 
watercraft brand, according to a comparison of Kelley Blue Book® values of the 
top 12 most popular models from each of the last five model years. 
 
“The ability for a product to hold its value over time is a critical element for 
consumers in deciding which brand to choose,” said Forrest Sherman, 
publications manager at Kelley Blue Book. “In Kelley Blue Book’s analysis of the 
top 12 most popular models, Yamaha’s WaveRunners have held more of their 
value than the other personal watercraft brands.” 
 
In addition, Yamaha had four out of the top five models with the highest 
percentage of retained value across all the models that were compared.  These 
Yamaha models, all from 2008, include the VX Cruiser®, VX® Deluxe, FX® SHO 
and FX Cruiser® SHO.  The other model in the top five was the 2008 Kawasaki® 
STX®-15F. 
 
“The keys to retaining a product’s value are the longevity and relevancy of its 
features and attributes, along with reliability and dependability,” said Scott 
Watkins, product manager of Yamaha’s Watercraft Group. “We conduct 
exhaustive customer research and surveying so we know exactly which elements 
are going to best resonate with customers.  By doing so, we not only satisfy the 
needs of the customer when they initially purchase the product, but we increase 
the product’s ability to retain value over the years.” 
 
The results were derived by examining each model’s MSRP during its model 
year, and comparing that price to the Kelley Blue Book® suggested retail value 
as listed in March 2009.  The comparison looked at model years 2004, 2005, 
2006, 2007 and 2008. 
 
About Yamaha Watercraft 
Yamaha Boats and WaveRunner personal watercraft are products of the 
Yamaha Watercraft Group, a division of Yamaha Motor Corporation, USA. 
Headquartered in Kennesaw, GA, the Yamaha Watercraft Group is responsible 
for the sales, marketing and distribution of Yamaha watercraft in the United 
States. For more information, please visit www.yamaha-motor.com. 



                                               
 
 
Media Contact: 
Bob Gonsalves, R. Allen Group for Yamaha, 770-850-8254, 
bob.gonsalves@rallengroup.com 
 
*WaveRunners® projected resale value is specific to the 2004-2008 model year.  
For more information, visit Kelley Blue Book’s kbb.com. Kelley Blue Book is a 
registered trademark of Kelley Blue Book Co., Inc. This document contains 
many of Yamaha's valuable trademarks. It may also contain trademarks 
belonging to other companies. Any references to other companies or 
their products are for identification purposes only, and are not intended to be an 
endorsement.  
 


